Roughly 60 years after the original work above, the physicist Cor-
mack wrote a paper entitled, "Representation of a Function by its Line
Integrals." His basic problem was to understand how to reconstruct an
image from an X-ray (or radioastronomy) measurement. The practical
development of this idea led to computer-assisted tomography, or CT
scan, and was recognized in the 1979 Nobel prize for medicine. In ac-
tually building a CT scanner, one implements in a microprocessor the
fastest possible convolution transform algorithm, a problem closely re-
lated to the Fourier transform algorithms described in the section on
Fourier. One might expect this from the unity of mathematics.
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